
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1848.] 



19 



Statement of the Mortality/ prevailing in Church Lane during the last 
Ten Years, with the Sickness during the last Seven Months. Con- 
tained in a Letter addressed to Dr. Guy. By Horace Mann, Esq., 
Barrister-at-Law. 

February 1st, 1 848. 

Sin, — Understanding that the Council of the Statistical Society- 
have directed an investigation into the sanitary condition of Church 
Lane, in the Northern District of St. Giles in the Fields; and having 
myself, some months since, for my private satisfaction, made various 
inquiries and collected a few facts relating to the health of that 
locality; I have much pleasure in laying before the Council some of 
the results to which I have arrived, in order that they may make 
such use of them as may seem proper. My own inquiry embraced 
the whole of the North District of St. Giles, and more particularly 
Church Lane, Chuich Street, Clark's Buildings, Carrier Street, Crown 
Street, Monmouth Street, New Compton Street, and High Street; 
but I propose to confine this communication to Church Lane, except 
where a reference to other localities may appear, for the sake of 
comparison, desirable; reserving for some future occasion any remarks 
I may have to make upon the condition of the remainder of the above- 
named streets. 

Population. 

Church Lane, according to the Census enumeration of 1841, con~ 
tained, in that year, 655 inhabitants unequally distributed among 
27 houses; the population of which, severally, was then as follows : — 



No.l 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 



39 
33 
14 
27 
35 
29 
29 
13 
25 



Carried forward.... 244 



Brought forward.... 244 
No. 10 17 



11.. 
12.. 
13.. 
14.. 
15.. 
16.. 
17.. 
18.. 



Carried forward,... 391 



Brought forward 391 

No. 20 38 

17 

32 

49 

42 

31 

20 

25 

10 



9 


» 21 


8 


„ 22 


20 


„ 23 


17 


,, 24 


17 


„ 25 


21 


„ 26 


12 


„ 27 


26 


,. 28 



Total. 



655 



giving an average of rather more than 24 persons to each house. 

I find, however, on glancing at the enumeration recently made 
under the sanction of your Society, that, at some period or other since 
1841, the population of this Lane has greatly increased. This will 
be shown by a comparative statement of the number of inhabitants, 
in 1841 and 1847 respectively, in each of 12 houses investigated by 
the Society. 

Taking the increase in the following 12 houses together as indicsiting 
the probable ratio of increase in the whole 27, the population in 1841 
(655), would, in 1847, have increased to 1095; the ratio being 67 per 
cent. ; and giving an average of more than 40 persons to each house, 
instead of 24 as m 1841. 
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No. 2 
,, 3 
„ 4, 
,. 5, 
„ 6, 
„ t 
„ 8 
„ 9 
„10 
„14 
„17 
„18, 



1841 



33 
14 
27 
35 
29 
29 
13 
25 
17 
17 
12 
26 



277 



1847 



61 
49 
61 
47 
32 
62 
48 
26 
13 
19 
28 
17 



463 — increase 186 



The causes of this vast increase appear to me attributable to two 
distinct facts, which would also determine the period of its commence- 
ment : — 1st. The " improvements" which were begun in the neigh- 
bourhood in 1844j and, 2nd. The Irish famines of 1846 and 1847. 

The former of these causes would act in a very obvious way, and 
one which seems to raise a suspicion of the sanitary value of that kind 
of improvement which consists in occupying, with first or second rate 
houses, ground previously covered by the tenements of the poorer 
classes. The expelled inhabitants cannot, of course, derive any advan- 
tage from the new erections, and are forced to invade the yet remaining 
hovels suited to their means : the circle of their habitations is con- 
tracted while their numbers are increased; and thus a larger population 
is crowded into a less space. This consequence may induce a doubt 
whether the improvement, in this manner, of the external appearance 
of districts, may not be a means of affecting prejudicially their general 
health. 

The latter of the above causes, also, had, no doubt, considerable 
influence in producing the increase. Out of the 655 persons of all 
ages who formed the population of Church Lane in 1841, 281-:— or 
about two-fifths — were natives of Ireland, and, with their families, 
constituted nearly the whole population. Of the great number of 
immigrants who, during the late disastrous years in Ireland, flocked 
as well into the metropolis as into other large towns of England, there 
can be no doubt that the vast majority sought naturally the spots 
frequented by their countrymen; and Church Lane must have felt 
considerably the effect of this accession. 

I shall not attempt to settle the comparative importance of these 
two causes in producing the increase, and only allude to them because 
they affect a subsequent calculation of mortality. From them, how- 
ever, I think it may be assumed that any increase resulting from the 
improvements did not commence until 1845; and that any increase 
resulting from Irish immigration did not commence until the early 
part of 1847. During the 7 years, from January 1, 1838 to December 
31, 1844, the population may be fairly supposed to have been nearly 
stationary at the numbers ascertained by the Census of 1841. 
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Mortality. 
I will first examine the mortality in Church Lane during the 
period when its population may be taken to have been stationary, 
viz., during the 7 years 1838 to 1844, both inclusive. In those years 
there occurred a total of 92 deaths in this Lane; the average annual 
mortality produced by which may be shown thus, — 

Population of Cihurch Lane, 1838-44 655 

Deaths in Church Lane, same period 92 

Annual Mortality per cent, of the living 2*007, or 1 in 50. 

This is a rate of mortality extremely low, but easily explained by 
the fact that the residents in these wretched neighbourhoods are 
generally removed, when overtaken by illness, to the workhouse in 
their vicinity, or to hospitals; and their deaths, if occurring while so 
removed, are not, in the register, included amongst those of their 
usual dwelling-place. The truth of this explanation is rendered 
obvious by reference to a table in the Eighth Annual Report of the 
Registrar-General, which shows the mortality in the entire district 
of St. Giles to have been, during the above period (1838-44), as 
high as 2-690 per cent, of the population, or 1 death to 37 living. 

The real state of the case will be made evident if the mortality be 
calculated according to the only correct method, viz. : by ascertaining 
the number of deaths which took place at each offe out of a certain num- 
ber living at the same age. In no other way can a fair comparison be 
made between one district and another, in order to test the influence of 
locality; since, if one contained a less proportion than another of very 
young children to adults, the aggregate mortality in the former would, of 
course, be less than in the latter; not resulting, however, necessarily, 
from a healthier atmosphere or less crowded dwellings; but certainly, in 
great measure, from the maturity of its population, less liable to disease. 

The adoption of this method with respect to the mortality of Church 
Lane, from 1838 to 1844, will bring out the following result: — 



Age. 



Under I 

1— 2 

2— 3 

3— 4 

4— 5 



Under 5 .... 
5—10 .... 
10—15 .... 
15—25 .... 
25—35 .... 
35—45 .... 
45—55 .... 
55—65 .... 
65—75 .... 
75 & upwards 
Not stated.... 

All ages 



Population 
1841. 



12 
5 
19 
16 
19 

71 

67 

60 

131 

128 

106 

56 

27 

4 

2 

3 

655 



BeailLS in 

the seven years 

1838-44. 



26 

16 

13 

4 

2 

61 
5 
2 
6 
5 
3 
3 
4 
1 
2 



92 



Annual Mortality 

per 100 

of the living. 



30-95 

45-71 

9-77 

3-57 

1-50 

12-27 

1-07 

•48 

•65 

•56 

•40 

•76 

2-11 

3-57 

14-28 



2-007 
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The following comparison between this mortality and that of other 
districts of the metropolis* will still farther develope the actual position 
of this Lane :— 





ANNUAIi MORTALITY OUT OF 100 LIVING. 


Age. 


Church Lane. 


St. GUes, 

(wbole dis- 

tnet). 


Lambeth. 


catyof 

London. 


Tnlington. 


Under 1 


30-95 


28-24 


20-48 


19-35 


15^92 


1— 2 


45-71 


14-59 


9-79 


11^64 


7^29 


2— 3 


9-77 


6-67 


4^77 


5-78 


3-59 


3— 4 


3-57 


509 


3-46 


3-88 


2^66 


4— 5 


1-50 


3-50 


2-31 


3-03 


1-87 


Under 5 


12-27 


11^56 


8-25 


8-94 


631 


5—10 


1-07 


1-32 


1-17 


1^34 


•94 


10—15 


-48 


•48 


-45 


-55 


•47 


15—25 


•65 


-63 


•72 


•52 


•70 


25—35 


-56 


106 


•98 


•91 


•90 


35—45 


•40 


1-83 


1-56 


1^58 


1^40 


45—55 


•76 


2-84 


2-25 


2^58 


204 


55—65 


2-11 


4-97 


4-03 


4-24 


3^84 


65—75 


3^57 


10-57 


8-08 


8-34 


7^44 


75 & upwards 


14-28 


19-72 


18-98 


18.59 


18^54 


All ages.... 


2-007 


2-69 


2-33 


2^14 


1^99 



Thus, out of 100 children born, there will die without attaining the 
age of 1 year, — 

In Church Lane v 31 

„ the whole of St. Giles's 28 

„ Lambeth 20 

„ the City of London 19 

„ Islington 16 

So, out of 100 children living at the age of 1 year, there will die 
without die without attaining the age of 2 years, — 

In Church Lane 46 

„ St. Giles 15 

„ Lambeth 10 

„ City of London 12 

„ Islmgton , 7 

The smallness of the number of persons living and dying in Church 
Lane at these particular ages may, perhaps, be thought hardly to 
afford data sufficient for a fair comparison; take then the period from 
birth to 5 years: — 

Out of a population, constantly kept up, 100 children living at any 
age between birth and 5 years, there will die annually, without attain- 
ing 5 years,' — 

* Extracted, by permission of the Registrar- General, from his forthcoming 
Jlighth Annual Report. 
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In Chprch Lane 12-3 

„ St. Giles 11-6 

„ Lambeth 8'2 

„ City of liondon 8*9 

„ Islington 6'3 

I take the mortality among children, hecause they are more exposed 
than adults to the action of local circumstances, and so present a better 
test of local influence; but in reading these comparisons, and especially 
the foregoing table, it must be remembered that, in consequence of 
the deaths in the workhouse and hospitals not being included, the 
actual mortality of Church Lane is considerably understated; while 
that of the other districts is fully rendered. 

It will be seen that the mortality of the whole district of St. Giles 
is little below that of Church Lane. This arises from the fact that 
the great mass of its population is very little better circumstanced. 
Church Street, Carrier Street, Clark's Buildings, Kennedy Court, 
Fletcher's Court, Hampshire Hog Yard, &c., are precisely the same, 
as respects filth and over-crowding, as Church Lane: while Crown 
Street, New Compton Street, Monmouth Street (now Dudley Street), 
Little Earl Street, Denmark Street, Great White Lion Street, Great 
and Little St. Andrew Street, Short's Gardens, &c., &c., with the 
courts and alleys branching from them, are, as respects overcrowding, 
scarcely better, and doubtless feel the added influence of their pesti- 
lential neighbours. 

The following is a comparison between 6 streets in the Northern 
District of St. Giles; and will show the mortality when less disturbed 
by the workhouse, as is the case with Clark's Buildings, Crown Street, 
Monmouth Street, and New Compton Street. High Street is a tolerable 
street, given for the sake of contrast. 





Church 


Clark's 


Crown 


Monmouth 


New 


High 




Age. 


Xiane. 


Buildings. 


Street. 


Street. 


Street. 
1837-47. 


Street. 


I83S-44. 




1838-44. 


1838-44. 


1837-47. 


1837-47. 


1837-47. 




Per Cent. 


Per Cent. 


Per Cent. 


Per Cent. 


Per Cent. 


Per Cent. 


Per Cent. 


Under 5 


12-27 


18-35 


12-34 


1300 


10-12 


8-08 


8-25 


5—10 


1-07 


2-70 


193 


1-07 


1-28 


-96 


1-17 


10—15 


•48 


•45 


•68 


•24 


•63 


•23 


•45 


15—25 


•65 


•30 


1^22 


•29 


•47 


•28 


•72 


2.5—35 


•56 


•77 


•44 


•78 


•75 


•43 


•95 


33—45 


•40 


1^40 


1-01 


1^24 


V37 


•82 


1^57 


45—55 


•76 


1^73 


V89 


1^73 


1^02 


1^80 


2^25 


55—65 


211 


102 


8-21 


2-65 


3-59 


2^73 


403 


65—75 


3-57 


9-52 


800 


8^72 


7-66 


8-19 


8-08 


75 & upwards 


14-28 


28-57 


8.00 


18-88 


12-22 


10-00 


12^06 


All ages .... 


2-007 


3-45 


309 


2-72 


2-41 


1-65 


2-33 



The influence of overcrowding will be seen by a statement of the 
progressive mortality in Church Lane during the last 3 years. In 
1845, when the population may be assumed as between 600 and 700, 
the deaths (excluding those occurring in the workhouse) were 8: 
in 1846, when the population must have slightly increased, the deaths 
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were 13: and in 1847, when the Irish immigration may be taken to 
have set in, raising the population, according to the previous estimate, 
to 1095, the deaths (still exclusive of those in the workhouse) in- 
creased to 52; being a proportion of 4*75 per cent., or 1 death out of 
21 living. 



The amount of sickness prevalent, and its character, are important 
auxiliary facts by which to estimate the health of districts; especially 
in cases like the present, where the* omission of deaths taking place 
in workhouses and hospitals, and perhaps "the escape altogether of 
some from registration, give an appearance much too favourable to the 
actual statement of mortality. 

From inquiries made with your assistance at the St. Giles's work- 
house, it appears that, from July 1, 1847 to January 27 of the present 
year, the number of persons living in Church Lane who received 
medical treatment (both in and out-patients) was 139; giving a 
proportion to the population of 12*7 per cent. Of these, 88 (or nearly 
two-thirds) were cases of fever ; 13 of influenza; 8 of diarrhoea; 7 of 
bronchitis; 3 of small-pox; 2 of hooping cough; and the remainder of 
various other diseases. Five of these cases proved fatal; viz., 1 from 
influenza; 1 from measles; 1 from consumption; and 2 from typhus*. 

The sickness was thus distributed amongst the difierent houses : — 



Fever Total 
Cases. Sickness. 



Fever Total 
Cases. Sickness. 



No. 1 4 



5 
5 
3 
14 
5 
9 
7 
1 



Carried frwd. 53 



4 
7 
6 
6 

22 
7 

16 
8 
2 

78 



Brt.frwd 53 

No. 10 1 



11. 
12.. 
13.. 
14.. 
15. 
16.. 
17.. 
18.. 



Carried frwd. 67 



78 
1 
5 
1 

1 

4 
3 
4 

97 



Brt.frwd 67 

No. 19 3 



Fever Total 
Cases. Sickness 



20.. 
21.. 
22.. 
23.. 
24.. 
25.. 
26.. 
27.. 
28.. 



97 
9 
1 

11 
3 

6 
5 

4 
3 



Total 88 139 

All these were cases receiving medical relief from the workhouse, 
either as in or out-patients. Other cases probably occurred, with or 
without private medical treatment, the number of which there are no 
ready means of ascertaining. 

I am compelled, by the press of time, to omit some particulars 
relative to the occupations and duration of life of the inhabitants of 
tliis Lane and the surrounding neighbourhood; but I hope the fore- 
going facts and calculations may be serviceable to the Council. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

HoEACE Mann. 
W. A. Guy, Esq., M.D., 
Honorary Secretary of the 
Statistical Society of London. 

* It is right to state tliat we are indebted to the courtesy of Mr. Bennett, the 
House-Surgeon of the workhouse, for tliis information. 



